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Introduction

There are about 9000 bird skins in the Macleay Museum at the University

of Sydney. At least 57 of these are types or belong to a type series. This
paper lists them together with associated pertinent information. As noted
in the other papers in this series (Stanbury 1968, Goldman, Hill and Stanbury
1969) further types may lie unrecognized in the Museum.

The Bird Types

Some of the bird types were collected on the "Chevert" expedition to

north Queensland and New Guinea waters in 1875 (see Macmillan 1957).

Others were obtained from collectors in the northern parts of Australia. The
new species were described by G. Masters (the first curator of the Macleay
Museum1

) and by E. P. Ramsay.

A few of the type specimens are mounted but most are stuffed skins.

All are kept in the dark in air-tight drawers.

In the table that follows the BT numbers refer to the numbers of the

compartments in which the specimens are stored. At present there is no
complete register of birds; a register has been started but it is unlikely

to be completed before the end of 1969. When the register is complete
each type specimen will be numbered with the prefix B. (The BT number
will appear in brackets on the same label.)

The classification in the table is that devised by A. Wetmore of the

Smithsonian Institute, Washington, in 1960.

The reference to the original description of each type specimen is given.

In addition the revised name used by G. M. Mathews (in the two parts of

Systema Avium Australasianarum, published in 1927 and 1930 by the British

Ornitholigists Union) is given. Reference to the page quoted will usually
provide a list of earlier synonymous names.

The Australian Museum holds some types of which the Macleay Museum
also holds individuals of the same species collected from the same locality

in about the same year.

In view of the relations of Sir William Macleay with the Australian
Museum and with the University of Sydney it is possible that some of such
specimens in the Macleay Museum are part of a type series. I have therefore

labelled these "type series?". In these instances the reference number of

the Australian Museum type specimen also is given in the table.

1 The curators of the Macleay Museum were G. Masters 1888-1912; J. Shewan
1913-1933; K. E. W. Salter 1934-1944; J. R. Henry 1945-1958; Elizabeth Hahn 1958-1962;
and Jennifer M. E. Anderson 1963-1966; all of whom have contributed either directly
or indirectly to this list. I am especially grateful to my immediate predecessor, Mrs.
J. Anderson, for her work in this regard.
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